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SPRING HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.45 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Education and relates to the 
provision of preprimary and primary school education in the suburb of Tapping. Several years ago it was 
obvious that the Tapping Primary School had reached its capacity. Student numbers had grown from 385 in 2007 
to 900 in 2009. I wrote to the minister on 12 June 2009 and asked for a full K–7 primary school to be built at the 
Spring Hill site, which the education department owned at the time, rather than the temporary K–2 facility, 
which was proposed by the then West Coast district education office. The department’s reasoning at that point 
was that this would be a temporary measure until the additional permanent K–2 classroom was built at the 
Tapping Primary School. This proposal would have seen young students move to the temporary facility for one 
year before being relocated once again to the permanent school site the following year. Thankfully, 
commonsense prevailed and this scenario was averted after 166 parents signed a petition, which I tabled in this 
house on 5 May 2009.  

In November 2009 a school focus group was formed to find ways to reduce the numbers of students enrolled at 
Tapping Primary School. It was decided to split the school into an early childhood centre catering for about 400 
students by 2011, and Tapping Primary School catering for grades 3 to 7 with approximately 600 students. The 
Spring Hill Primary School catered for kindergarten to year 2 and opened in 2011 with approximately 460 
students—180 kindergarten, 150 preprimary and 130 year 1 students. In 2011 Tapping Primary School has 
catered for 608 students from year 3 all the way through to year 7. However, this scenario has caused havoc for 
many of the mums and dads who have had children at both campuses, which I will explain a little later. I have 
consistently argued from day one for Spring Hill to be a K–7 school. I will quote from my 12 June 2009 letter to 
the minister, which reads — 

I believe it would be a false economy on the State Government’s part to provide only a limited 
educational facility when it’s clear that the rapid growth in the area already requires the provision of full 
primary school capacity. There would be significant savings if a complete K–7 school was built now, 
given that the bigger facility would only cost an extra $3m approximately to build, particularly as there 
would be no land purchase costs involved. 

That is because they already owned the site of Spring Hill. On 22 February 2011 the minister announced the 
extension of Spring Hill Primary School to become a full kindergarten to year 7 school with stage 2 of the 
building program to commence in 2012; Tapping Primary School would also become a full K–7 school, and both 
schools would be fully operational only from 2013. From the discussions I have had with many Tapping 
residents who have contacted me over this issue, they would have preferred that both schools be completely 
separate K–7 entities from 2012. The minister heard from some of these mums firsthand at a meeting in my 
office on 1 December 2010, when they expressed their dissatisfaction with the planned arrangements and with 
their experience of having to drop off and collect children at two different campuses. Initially, both schools 
staggered their start and finish times to allow parents in that predicament time to drop off and collect their 
children without too much of an inconvenience. However, during the course of this year that has changed and the 
start and finish times at both schools are now identical. This does not allow parents to have any interaction with 
the child’s class teacher either before or after school. It has made it very hard for parents to get children to school 
on time at both campuses, particularly when one child needs to arrive at a predetermined time for a particular 
class activity. It has also increased stress levels for parents who are held up by traffic at one school, making them 
late to drop off or collect their children at the other school. Parents of children in both schools are being asked to 
pay voluntary contributions to each school, but many are finding that they cannot afford to do so. Consequently, 
I understand that the rate of voluntary contributions has gone down at both schools.  

I am pleased with the minister’s recent decision to allow Tapping Primary School to cater for students from 
year 1 to 7 in 2012, rather than the year 3 to 7 spread that the school has offered in 2011. However, I am 
disappointed that Tapping Primary School will not cater for K–7 students next year, which would greatly assist 
local parents. I am disappointed that the Department of Education did not see fit to bring forth the inevitable and 
build a K–7 primary school at Spring Hill right from the beginning. As the parent of a primary school–aged 
child, I know how important it is to provide them with stability and security, especially in matters relating to 
school, which is a major part of all young children’s life experiences. Having an older brother or sister in the 
same school is an important part of that stability and security. I therefore ask that the minister instruct her 
department to adopt an individual case-by-case approach to ensure that all families with children at both 
campuses can be accommodated at one school, not two, before the start of the 2012 school year. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.52 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo 
for his grievance and for bringing it to my attention.  
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The member’s chronology of the development of the two schools points to a number of very complex issues 
surrounding the schools and the school sites, and I will draw attention to those in a moment. It needs to be made 
clear at the beginning that the Tapping Primary School and Spring Hill Primary School sites are only 
one kilometre apart. It had been hoped that, rather than the Spring Hill site becoming a second school in the area, 
the site identified in Ashby would be the site of a second school for this area. However, in the end it was not 
possible to purchase that site. Although the owners had indicated that they would be prepared at some point to 
sell it to the education department, it was not really available on time to cater for the huge numbers and 
population explosion that is evident in the area. It is important to note that the department owned only part of the 
Spring Hill site and that the owners agreed to sell the second part of the site. Therefore, there were issues with 
the ownership of the site and having a site big enough to build a K–7 school. One thing definitely highlighted in 
the member’s grievance is the huge and rapid growth in student numbers in the area. It was beyond anyone’s 
expectations to know that would be the case, so it has been a series of look-and-see and changing scenarios we 
have gone through. Spring Hill Primary School was initially designed to be an annexe of Tapping Primary 
School. It opened in 2007 as a K–2 school because the preferred site for the second school, as I said, was at 
Ashby, further away. It is very unusual to have two primary schools only one kilometre apart, but in this case 
that is what we have ended up with. It was clear very early on, as the member said, that there would be a need for 
a second school because the numbers at Tapping grew so quickly.  

A local consultative group, which is very important in setting up schools, was formed in 2009 to look at the 
situation. Initially, the group saw merit in having a different configuration of schools and the idea of the K–2 and 
year 3–7 schools was something that came out of those consultations in 2009. Given that the schools are so close 
together, they were almost seen as one large school community. The consultative group’s initial idea was that 
Spring Hill Primary School would specialise in the early years, like a junior primary setup, and, only 
one kilometre away, Tapping Primary School would be for year 3 to 7 students. Indeed, I met at the end of last 
year with the member for Wanneroo and some of his constituents, mums with young children, who were 
concerned about how this was happening. The view was put very strongly to me that both schools should 
become K–7. Given the number of students, that is exactly what will happen. At the beginning of 2013 there will 
be two K–7 schools, so that will happen. Although I understand the sense of urgency that the member for 
Wanneroo and some of the parents have, we had to buy the second part of the Spring Hill site, plan the school, 
design the school and do a lot of things that are wrapped around that. It actually takes time to put out tenders and 
build the school, so the time frame to have that done by 2012 would be very short indeed. At the beginning of 
this year I announced that by 2013 the Spring Hill site would indeed become the K–7 school that everyone is 
looking for.  

I will not go through all the history because the member for Wanneroo has done that. I will go to the last part of 
the member’s grievance and talk about what has been put in place to minimise inconvenience for parents. It is 
important that parents have convenience and that they feel that they are part of their children’s education and not 
have the hassles that they have had. I think that we can see 2012 as a transition year into 2013. Therefore, to 
minimise inconvenience for parents, a number of concessions are being offered to maximise choices for parents. 
I will give examples of some of those concessions. All students enrolled in preprimary and year 1 at Spring Hill 
Primary School in 2011 will have the option to remain at Spring Hill or to enrol at Tapping Primary School for 
2012 if they live in the newly developed local intake area for Tapping or have siblings who attend Tapping 
Primary School in 2012. I am sure that will help some parents. All students enrolled in kindergarten at Spring 
Hill Primary School in 2011 will remain enrolled at Spring Hill for preprimary in 2012. They will then have the 
option to remain at Spring Hill in 2013 or to enrol at Tapping Primary School in 2013 if they live in the newly 
developed local intake area for Tapping or have siblings who attend Tapping Primary School in 2013. All 
students enrolled in years 3 to 7 in 2011 will remain enrolled at Tapping Primary School in 2012. In 2013 they 
will have the option of enrolling at Spring Hill Primary School if they live in the newly developed local intake 
area for Spring Hill or have siblings who attend Spring Hill Primary School in 2013. That allows families to 
have the choice, if they wish, to move a child to the same school as their sibling, which I think was one of the 
very important points the member made in his grievance. In addition to that—I think this is really important—
the department will give consideration on a case-by-case basis to individual family circumstances. Therefore, I 
think that should cover almost every likelihood of family need for 2012 and 2013. I add that school principals 
report that most parents have indicated that they are very happy with the transition arrangements for 2012. I have 
been advised there have been no complaints from parents to either the schools or to the north metropolitan 
regional office about those transition arrangements. Therefore, I think the arrangements have hit the spot with 
what families are looking for. 
 


